EDUCATION   FOR  A   WORLD   ADRIFT

whole in his joy or pain. In other states a man may regard
one colleague as a friend in whom he has an interest, and
another as a stranger with whom he has nothing in
common. But that cannot happen with us. Our citizens
must regard everyone he meets as brother or sister, father
or mother, son or daughter, grandchild or grandparent.
And a further point. Will you not expect them, not merely
to use these family names, but to behave as a real family?
In our state when things go ill or well with any of its
members, everyone will use the word "mine5 in the same
sense and say that all is well or ill with himself.1

Such ideals are part of a training in citizenship: they
are an indication of the goal and an inspiration to reach it.
But it is possible to see visions of goodness without following
them,, and knowledge of the right docs not inevitably lead
to right action. As Burke remarked:

Men are wise with but little reflection, and good with
little self-denial, in the business of all times except their
own. We are very uncorrupt and tolerably enlightened
judges of the transactions of past ages; where no passions
deceive, and where the whole train of circumstances, from
the trilling cause to the tragical event, is set in an orderly
series before us. Few are the partisans of departed tyranny;
and to be a Whig on the business of an hundred years ago
is very consistent with every advantage of present servi-
lity.,.. Many a stern republican, after gorging himself
with a full feast of admiration on the Grecian common-
wealths and of our true Saxon constitution, and dis-
charging all the splendid bile of his virtuous indignation
on King John and King James, sits down perfectly satisfied
to the coarsest work and homeliest job of the day he lives in,

1 Plato, Republic^ 4625f. (tr, Cornford, slightly altered and shortened).
Plato is speaking of the unity of feeling in his ruling class; but his words
have a wider extension.